Rebenood: Repoer

Ridgewood High School
Norridge, Illinois

November 1997
Volume 13, Issue 2

First Lady comes
to Chicago

By Debbie Barnes and Diane Guth

Incelebration of her 50th birth-
day, Mrs. Hillary Clinton came back
to her home state of Illinois. On the
27th of October, Chicago and Park
Ridge welcomed her. Shevisited her
childhoodhome, hergrammarschool,
and attended a park dedication.

Wewereamong the 440who at-
tended Mrs. Clinton’s interview by
Carl Anthony at the Chicago Histori-
calSociety. Wewere only four rows
away from her. She wore a black
pantsuitand saton a stage decked
outinred,white, and blue. There
was a video screen to view prere-
corded greetingsfrom peopleimpor-
tanttoher.

Welearned alotfrom herloved
ones. Mrs. Clintonwas named after
St.Hillary;itwasaname her mother
loved. Growing up, Hillary was an
honest, trustworthy, mature girl. Don
White, her junior-high teacher, said
Hillarywas anintelligent girl who
also had the power and energy to
lead. She hasalways had a passion
forreading. Mrs. Clinton has always
wanted a “work to call my own.”
Among the people she admires are
Jane Addams, Eleanor Roosevelt,and
Madame Curie.

Mrs. Clinton seemed tobeavery
kind person. She caresabout many
causes. Sheisareligious person. The
people speaking about herdeclared
hertobehonest.

“Chicagois my kind of town!”
said Mrs. Clinton. She truly is a
Chicagogirl. SheisaCubsfan,though
thatis getting harder forusall. She
isalsoaBullsfan. Chicago pizzais
herabsolutefavorite food. Sheloves
thenewrenovations at Navy Pier.

The theme of the interviewwas
howher childhood and youth influ-
enced the person sheis now. Itwas
obviousfromtherecorded comments
thatshe hasbeeninterested in chil-
dren and others all her life. This
interestwas sparked by her parents
and her church activities. She said
educationisstillimportantforall,
both then and now. Itisalsoimpor-
tantforpeopletogetinvolved. Expe-
riencing different placesand people
isessential to understand the needs
of ourdiverse modernworld.

Theinterview ended, pictures
weretaken, and Mrs. Clintonwenton
toanother party. Even though we
didn’t get to meet Mrs. Clinton per-
sonally, it was a very memorable

night!

Aitudes  are
mixed about the
block

By:Michelle Gulik

Recently during second block,
everystudenthad an opportunityto
discusshis/herfeelings aboutblock
schedulinginasurveyconducted by
Mr. London. Many students voiced
concernsaboutlunch,lengthofclass,
andscheduling. Peoplefeltthatlunch
lineswere toolong, and when they
finally received their food, sitting
spacewas aconcern. Almostevery
survey complained aboutthelength
of gymclasses, and thatmany teach-
erslectured for the entire block.

Others voiced their concerns
about schedules. Some people were
worried that their classes were un-
balanced: one term had all their
“heavy” classeswhile the other term
wasvery “light.”

Students also voiced praise for
block scheduling. Some individuals
feltthatless homework was given
and thatanyquestionstheyhadabout
material covered were automatically
answered inclass.

Although the schoolwasdivided
onhowgoodanideablockscheduling
is, themajority of theunderclassmen
liked itbecause, “they really don’t
have anything tocompareitto” as
onesurvey stated.

Some suggestions to improve
were tosplitup the gymblocktoone
partgym and one partstudy hall; to
have each passing time be ten min-
utes, andtogobacktohomeroomsso
studentscan haveaconstantduring
theirfouryearshere.

Juniors and

Seniors  take

awards

By Alex Novielli

Homecoming King and Queen were
George Mueller and Beth Bundalo.
Juniorswon first placefor cardeco-
rations. Juniors alsowon first place
forGymdecorations.Seniorswon the
Spirit Trophy.

Honor Roll
Changes

Honor roll status will now be calcu-
lated at the end of each term. Stu-
dents who receive a GPA of 4.0 or
better will achieve “high honors.”
Thosewith 3.5-3.999 will be desig-
nated as “honorroll.” Thosewith 3.2-
3.499will receive “honorable men-

: ”

aon.

Mayor Sieb sets
new record

Mayor Sieb has setanewrecord
in Illinois for the longest term as
mayor. He broke the old record on
October 17,1997.Hewas firstap-
pointedtoofficein 1951. Thevillage
of Norridgeislooking forstudentvol-
unteerstohelpsort, catalogue, frame,
and mount the papers of Mrs. Estelle
Sieb. Mayor Sieb has donated these
papersto the village. If anyone is
interested, see Mrs. Maniez.

Macha] is
bringing  more
At to RHS!

by Diane Guth

Mrs. Machaj is making
Ridgewood amuch more colorfuland
artistic placeasour newartteacher.
Herfaceisnotanewone tomany of
us here. She began as a student
teacherunderMr. Gates. Aftergradu-
ating, shereturned asateacheraide,
thenasasubstitute,and isnowafull
time art teacher. Currently, she
teachesArtStart,AutoCad,and Tran-
sitional Tutoring. She also sponsors
the Art Clubwith Mr. Gates.

Mrs.Machajhasabachelor’sin
Fine Arts, and teaching certification
from Northeastern Illinois Univer-
sity. Her speciality is in jewelry,
small metals,and sculpture.

Here’swhatshe thinksof herjob:
“Ireally enjoyworking with the stu-
dentsatRidgewood. That’'swhyI've
worked tostayin thisschool district!”

Changes in the
cafeteria  being
evaluated

by Iris Giannakis

This year, changes have been
madein the cafeteria. We have fewer
lunch periods and therefore more
people eating at the same time. The
Ridgewood Reportersurveyed some
students. Here’swhat these people
said about the new changes:

“Thefoodistooexpensive,” one
unhappy*Freshmansaid. “Theydon’t
have theirvending machinesondur-
inglunch periods,” anotherunhappy
*Freshmanadded.

“Ilike that they have more vari-
etyoffoods,buttheyshouldadd more
lunch periodsbecause thelines are
toolongandit’svery crowdedinthe
cafeteria,” said Elaine Thaniotis, a
sophomore. “Thateit.Iwaitinline for
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20 minutes tobuy fries, and then I
enjoy 5 minutes of pleasure.ldon’t
evenbuylunchfromhereanymore,”
said Joey Cavataio, another sopho-
more.

“Idon’tbuylunch from herebe-
causeittastesterrible,” one *Junior
added. “The cafeteriaissocrowded]
can’tevenbreathe,” another*Junior
added.

“Idon’tlikeitbecause thelines
aretoolong,andit’snotenough time
toeat,” said Scott Shudy, a senior.
“The cafeteriaisokayIguess,” one
*Senioradded.

People will be happy to know
thatthereisacommittee which in-
cludesstudent membersevaluating
thefoodserviceand recommending
changesifnecessary. The committee
isheaded by Mr. Berquist, Business
Manager. Studentmembersare Beth
Bundalo, Jennene Fields, Kristen
Keglovitz, Louis Mezzano, Chris
Soszynski, and Jennifer Starzynski.
*Name withheld by request

Correction

Mrs. Murray teaches Language Re-
sources, not Bilingual Resources as
published inthe Septemberissue.

Jazz Band's

Sying Wih a
New Group

by Mike Dicillo

If you saw the Jazz Band last
year, you know thatwe did alot of
Jazz and 60’s Rock. (Beatles, The
Kinks) With a good majority of last
year’s group gone because five se-
niors graduated, we were out two
saxophonists, abassist,and asinger.
However, our previous concerts
aroused someinterestin other musi-
cians.

We’ve gained twonew guitarists,
oneonboth guitarand bass,and a
monster brass section. Mr. Klaus,
thebanddirectorplaysameanhorn,
while the two ‘bones pound out the
harmony. Ournewsaxophonistwails
on the tunes while the talented
keyboardistand the equally master-
ful drummerbang out the rhythm.
Wewillbedoing some GreenDay and
afunkified version of LowRider con-
certs.

Rehearsalsconsistmostlyof play-
ing the songs with opened improv
sessions. The band has great cha-
rismaandworkswell together. Ideas
forsongs are derived from the per-
formersthemselves,andwe’realways
lookingfornewideasand performers
tocomeinonMondaysat7:15a.m.
Trumpet: Steve Klaus, Bass: Mark
Kogut, Saxophone: Joe Albergo,
Drums; Jeremy Wendel, Trombone:
PeterZiecik, Keyboard: Mike Dicillo,
Guitar: Kevin Morris.

Student's  poem
to be published

Ridgewood sophomore Saaleha
Dadabhaiwill soon be a published
author. One of her poems, “Strong
and Stronger” willbeincludedinan
anthology called Diamonds and
Pearls. Saaleha has been writing
poemsforaboutayear. Shesaid she
wasinspired towrite thispoembythe
thoughtthat, “...allthe hatred in the
world could be prevented if we just
cared alittle.” She feltexcited and
overjoyedwhenshelearned herpoem
wouldbe published.

Brighten
schookJoin
At dud!

by Diane Guth

Let’ssupport Mrs. Machajand
jointhe ArtClubadvised by herand
Mr. Gates. [t meets every Wednes-
dayinRoom 118 at7:30 a.m. and
againat 3:15 p.m. Everyone is wel-
cometojoin!

The Art Clubwas formed toin-
volve all students in working on
projectswithnewmaterialsand tech-
niques, aswell as visiting museums,
galleries, and studios.

Thenewmuralisalarge project
oftheartclub. The themeisLearn-
ing For All-Whatever It Takes. Basi-
callyitwillshowhowwe all helpeach
other learn. It will be on a library
wall. Other projectsincludefinishing
the 35th anniversary mural by the
gym hallway, and the McDonald’s
Holiday window murals. The Art
Club’s first major project was the
backdropforthe Comedy/DramaFes-
tival.

So,showyour creativity...jointhe
ArtClub!!!

your
the

Decais off to an

AwesomeStart!!

ByMaggie Georgiou

OnOctober 15, twelve Decamem-
bers attended the State Executive
conferenceatNational-Louis Univer-
sity in Wheaton, Illinois. At the con-
ference, they listened to keynote
speakers and attended leadership
workshopsthroughouttheday.Marie
Weekswas elected Deca State Vice
Presidentand wasinstalled toserve
theorganizationforthe’97-98 school
year.

The next conference will be the
CentralRegion conferencein Milwau-
kee,whichthe chapterofficerswillbe
attendingonNovember 21 through
November23.

Canned Food Drive Under Way

Bringin your canned or nonperishablefood to BlockIclasses. Youcan
alsobring canstothe Library to pay off your overdue fines. The BlockIclass
thatbringsin the mostcanswill win a breakfast. Freshmen, sophomores,
juniors, and seniorswill be eligible towin money toward Prom.

Remember these go to the Salvation Armyfood pantry to help peoplein

need.

Lights, Camera,
Adonl!
By Debbie Barnes

If you are an aspiring actor or
actress, then get involved in RHS
DramaClub. Thisyeartheclubheld
aComedy Contest for the humorous
and talented people of Ridgewood on
Oct. 18,1997. People who did not
show up thatnight towatch missed
tencomedicacts. Mike Favia placed
first, Saturday Night Live’sSpartan
cheerleaders imitated by Mrs.
Lewandowski and Mr. Klauswith a
couple of runners played by Emily
Delvalle and Danny Swibel finished
second, and third placewas awarded
toDanny Swibel also.

The Drama Clubis presenting
thefall play, Unspoken For Time, a
drama,onNov. 20,21,and 22. The
performanceofthe playwillbeevalu-
ated as partof thelllinois High School
Theater Festival by a theater com-
mittee. If Ridgewood is one of the
three schoolsin the state chosen, the
casthaveachancetoperformthefall
playon Jan. 8 and 9 of next year at
Illinois State University in
Bloomington-Normal. Come and
watch yourfriendsact, people! RHS
students can getin FREEwith anID;
$5.00foradults,and $3.00 forkids.
Don’tmissit.

TheVarietyShowonFeb.7,1998
istheclub’snext project. Onceagain,
ifyouwantto “strut your stuff” tothe
wholeworld, be partofit! Auditions
areon Jan.21,1998. For moreinfor-
mation, show up at the meetings,
alongwith the club’s 60+ members.
TheyareeveryWednesday,at3:15in
room147.

FBLAjust keeps
on raing!

by Dina Politis

FBLA keepson growing. Every
week, new memberslearn the value
of joining thisorganizationwhich has
social aswell as academic activities.
One of the recent activitieswas par-
ticipationinthe homecomingparade.
FBLA entered thefloat thatwasused
for the Harwood Heights Anniver-
sary parade. Marie Weeks, our secre-
tary, dressed up asMarilyn Monroe
and jumped out of the cake. Many
membersrodeonthefloatandshowed
their school pride by dressing up as
Hollywood characters.

TheFBLArecruitmentpartywas
ahugesuccess. Overfiftynewandold
membersattended andenjoyedafun-
filled evening. There was dancing,
gamesand food prepared by our ca-
terer JoannaSzyndlar.Shedid awon-
derful jobwith the set-up,andasa
result everyone had a great time.
ChrisSoszynski, our treasurer, was
theD.]. He played great musicand
made theold honorscommonsintoa
technoscene.

ThispastSunday, October 19th
FBLA members took partin the an-
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nual Red Ribbon Week Walk. This
eventisheldeveryyearatthebegin-
ning of Red Ribbon Week to promote
adrug-freecommunity.Red Ribbons
areworn to showa commitmentto
beingdrugfree.

FBLA also has many other ac-
tivities planned for the comingweeks.
Wewill hosta few cookie sales at the
endof Octoberand atthebeginning of
November. Stopby and grabsome of
thebestcookiesaround!!

On November 7-9 the FBLA of -
ficers will travel to St. Louis, Mis-
souriforaleadership conference.Here
theywill parttakein many activities
thatwill helpmake our chaptereven
betterthanitalreadyis.

Competition season hasalready
begun. At present, FBLA members
arepreparingforareacompetitionin
January. Therearedecisionstomake,
andeveryoneislookingforwardtoa
rewarding year of competition.

FBLA atRidgewood could never
be toobig. We are alwayslooking for
newmemberstocome join. The offic-
ersor advisorswould be happy to
helpanswerany questions youmight
have.Meetings are held every Tues-
dayinroom122.Comeonbyandsee
whatwe’re allabout!!!

NHSgets cultural

By JoannaSzyndlar

OnFriday, October 17,National
Honor Society took afield trip to the
downtown Chicagoarea. Thechaper-
ones were Mr. Mitchell and Mrs.
Brenner. Theyvisited manyfamous
landmarkssuchasThePicassoSculp-
ture, the Thompson Center, and of
course, the Cultural Center.

Upcoming events will include
caroling atanursing home. Wewill
alsobe distributing Happy Wheels
Soon.

Creative  Wavesis

cnaro
by Iris Giannakis

Creative Wavesisaliterarymaga-
zine full of poems and short stories
written by Ridgewood students and
publishedonceayearbytheCreative
Waves Editorial Board. Creative
Wavesmagazineis created by stu-
dents for students to celebrate the
talentsthatsooftenliehiddeninour
midst.

The Board of Education saluted
the student authors, poets and staff
of Creative Waves 1997 for ajobwell
done!

“We are currently working on
1998 Creative Wavesmagazine,” said
Mrs.Micklo,advisor. “Wearelooking
for submissions of poems, short sto-
ries, plays, essays, blackand white
artwork,and photography.”

Turninyour submission(s) by
Friday January 23, 1998 to Mrs.
Mickloinroom 145 ortoyourEnglish
teacher. Themagazinewillcomesome
timein the spring,.

Class of 2000 is
looking for some
enerianment!!

by Iris Giannakis

Theice cream social was a suc-
cess. $130 was made. “I never did
anything like this before,” said Ms.
Michelon, the class advisor. “Iam
very happy aboutit.I hopewedothis
again.”

Homecomingresults-Wegot 2nd
placeonthewalland 3rd placeforthe
car. “Wedid pretty good.” said Kelly
Thesen, treasurer. “Maybewe’ll have
betterluck nextyear,” Ms. Michelon
said.

The Red Ribbon Parade was on
SundayOctober 19thfrom 12-1 p.m.
Only one sophomore went. She is
JenneneFields. “Everybody stopped
toread whatthe banner said,” said
Jennene. “Iexpectwe will have more
peoplenextyearto participate,” said
Ms.Michelon.

Remember to come to the class
meetingson Tuesdaysat7:30a.m.in
Room 232 totell yourbrightideasand
help out. More and more people are
comingeverytime.Keep up the good
work.

1999 does well

By Michelle Gulik

Through hardworkand dedica-
tion, the Juniors won first place in
spiritlinks, thewall, and the parade,
thoughtheycameinaclosesecondfor
theall around competition. By win-
ning first place in the parade and
wall, they won monetary awards for
theirclass.

Atthe only meeting of October,
Juniorsset tentative dates for arum-
mage sale and also talked about the
possibility of having aring dance. It
was unanimously decided that the
entire Junior class should vote, for or
against, thedance.

Reminder: Any Junior wanting
tobecome a “Senior EIf” next year
must participate in class activities
thisyearaswell asnextyear.

‘98 rakes
dough

by ScottShudy

Senior class meetings are every
Tuesdayat7:30a.m.inroom 145.The
Seniors owe a special thank you to
Stefania Laricchia and herfamily for
volunteering theirhouseforthe Home-
comingdecorating.

The 6th-8th grade dance heldin
Septemberwasagreatsuccess, thanks
tothethirty seniorswhoshowed upto
work. The senior class made $741
profitin 2.5 hours. Thanks to Mike
Amatofor the terrificjobasDJand
alsoforthediscountedrate!!

Support  all
o oo

in the

*HOROSCOPES™™

BY IRIS GIANNAKIS

THESE HOROSCOPES ARE FOR
ENTERTAINMENT PURPOSES
ONLY!

Forthoseborn this month:
Nextyearwill beawonderful period
of change and opportunity. Youreyes
willbe opened toa future of bright
new possibilities that youmay have
ignored untilnow.
Aries-Focusonothersandlearnto
listen this month. There are many
exciting things in store for you next
month and you will have toface it
alone.
Taurus-Getoveritalready. Your
lovedonehasmovedonandyoudon’t
need to relive the past. (Yuk) Be-
sides, you'llfind someone much bet-
ter. (Trust me.'ll bet that someone
youfindwill havedark hair.)
Gemini-You'vebeen seeing some-
oneand thinkof getting serious. (Oh
my) [twilllastforeverwith fun-filled
memories.

Cancer- Timingiseverything this
month. You’re full of brightideas
and bursting to tell everyone butif
you make your move now, things
maynotturnoutasquiteasyouhope
forittobe.

Leo- This month is a wonderful
month for romance. Warning: Your
sexappealisin high gear, soturnon
the charmwith someone youlike to
impress.

Virgo- Somethingyousaythismonth
drawsothersclosertoyou. Romance?
(Don’tcountonit!) Next month will
bebetter.

Libra- Yourpopularity goesthrough
theroof,and everybody needs your
special sparkle. Warning: There’s
some serious romance in yourback-
yard thisfall!
Scorpio-You'rereadytogoonto
bigger and better things. Nowis the
perfecttimetosettle unfinished busi-
ness. (Like getting revenge for ex-
ample.)

Sagittarius- Aspectsinyourdream
zone may be sending important psy-
chic messages. Watch out for your
friends this month: They will try to
irkyou!

Capricorn- Younever knowwho
could pickupthe phoneanddialthe
magicdigits. Youllbe finding your-
selfthinkingof yournewhoney. (How
naughty)
Aquarius-Loveisintheair this
month. Youmight meet thatspecial
someone or make alove bond excit-
ingagain. (Lookout!)
Pisces-Nothingcan gowrongin
yourso-calledlifeand noteverything
canbe perfect. Justbe happy with
what you earn and everything you
wantwill come soon.

Unspoken for
Time
November 20,
21, 22
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Ecitorial polcy

The Ridgewood Reporterwel-
comes editorials. Editorials will be
printedif theyare signed and of gen-
eralinterest. Namesbe omitted by
request. The Ridgewood Reporter
reservestheright toeditmaterialfor
space, legal liability, accuracy,and
appropriatelanguage.

Where is
everybody?

While attending afootball game
onSaturday, October 4, (their home-
coming) Ibecameslightly envious of
theirstudentbody turnout.Iwasalso
upset by their tremendous parent
turnout. Theyfilled each and every
oneof the seatsin the stand and my
friend andIfounditveryhardtofind
ourown.IfeltasifIwasatacollege
game because of their spirit. Every
onewaseitherstandingupormaking
noise. Now, given,understand that
itwastheirhomecoming and spirits
are usually higher during thatday,
butlfound outthattheir gamesare
always like that. Their band was
dressed uniformly, and theyfilled up
10rows! They had marching band
uniforms on, and their faces were
painted and their instruments were
alsodressed in the school colors. Be-
cause of the spiritin the stands, the
team performed extremelywell. Even
though our Varsity team is doing
awesome, [ thinkifwefilled thestands
and maintained the same amount of
spirit present atthe nightrally, the
team would have a high amount of
motivationand incentive to perform
well. Games are alot more funwhen
everyoneisapartofitand partici-
patesinapieceof it.

--Mike Dicillo

Anopen letter to

Ridgewood

I’sfunny, butsometimes predic-
tionsare soeasytomake. AsIwalked
intoschool the Mondayof Homecom-
ing week, I knew that we had lost
beforewebegan. Infact,Iknewthere
wouldbeno “We.” ItwasRebel Pride
day,oneinaseriesof events planned
for Homecoming Week. There were
thecheerleadersand pomsforwhom
itwasnostretchtoachieve a green
and white ensemble; there were the
athletesforwhomajerseywould suf-
fice (andwere those prompted?). The
typical studentswerein their typical
displayof nospiritbecause spiritre-
quiresthoughtand participationand
asense of being part of something
important.

Inlight of the fact thatwe man-
agedto “Boomba” ourwaythrougha
unifying special assembly, you could
tell thatitseffecthad nohalf-life and
therewasn’tatraceof changeinatti-
tude. No, we aren’t the big happy
family we should be. The student
body can’t make a single effort to-
gether, andfor that matter, neither
could the faculty or staff. Sure, it
would have taken an extraminute or
twotoputtogether something green

and white, butitwasn’t worth the
effort.

Maybe we are justa microcosm
of theworld—constantly moving but
never choosing tobelong. We know
all the slogans of togetherness, but
wearen’tconvinced thatthismeans
us.[U’sashame thatthe fun of doing
something togetheris missed by all
the peoplewhohave created tinyen-
clavesinwhich theydon’thavetobe
identified with and values or causes.
I’dlike to say that those who don’t
participatelose out, but know they
simplydon’tcare!

--Karl Gates

Letter to RHS
oficals about
block scheduling

[amvery upset with the block
scheduling that the Board of Educa-
tioninstituted. Why? For many rea-
sons. We get the same amount of
homework asin prior years. The se-
mesteristooshorttolearnthewhole
course, Wearebeing rushed tolearn
the material. Learning a chaptera
dayishard.

Theteachersdon’tplanenough
“fun” activiiesfor thestudents.Some
teacherslectureforthewholeperiod,
anditisveryboring and noteduca-
tional. Many teachers aren’t there
after school to help their students
with any problems the studenthas
with the course.

Itisverydifficulttofind timefor
clubs, fun, and homework as well.
Keyboardingand gymclassesareway
toolong. We are sotired afterwards
we can’teven keep oureyesopen to
concentrate on the other classes for
therestoftheday. The cafeteriaisso
crowded thatnoneofuscanbreathe,
thelinesaretoolong,and thereisnot
alotoftimetoeatyourlunch.

There are many ways to make
block scheduling much better.Isug-
gestthattheteachersshould comeup
with better techniques for teaching
the course, like having more “fun”
activities added. There should be
study hallstorelaxourbrainsbefore
theyexplode. Alsowe gettohavetime
tostudyforthe coursebeforewetake
thetest.Keyboardingand gymclasses
shouldbe40 minuteslong

Thereshouldbe morelunch peri-
ods. Thereshould bemore 10 minute
passing periods so wewon’thaveto
rush and break our neck to get to
class. There should be more funclubs
like a Ceramics Club or Sewing Club
etc....tolearn,do,and have somefun.
Alsothe half days and the 2 o’clock
dismissals should be on Fridaysin-
stead of Mondays. Mondays are so
aggravating thesedays.

Theonly good thing aboutblock
scheduling is that there are less
coursesto concentrate on, and you
don’thavetohave thesame courseall
yearround.hope thatthe Board will
take my suggestions, make someim-
provements,and hopefully that next
yearwillbe muchbetter.

Sincerely, AVery Unhappy Sopho-
more

The following
editonals were
prepared and
submitted as a
class assignment.

Keep the Library
Open

It’s 5:30and practicejustended.
Irush home to eat dinner before |
start on my hours of homework. I
rememberlhave anessayduetomor-
row, but I can’t type it tonight be-
cause my computer’sincompatible,
I'll have to get to school at dawn
tomorrow to getitdone. Thelibrary
atRidgewood High School should
extenditshourstoaccommodate stu-
dentswhoareinvolved inschool ac-
tivitiesor hold a part-time job. The
schoolisequippedwithmoderntech-
nology, but the complaint of many
studentsis thattheyaren’tgiven a
sufficientamountof timein the com-
puterlabs. Forinstance,Mrs.Micklo’s
Writing classwas assigned aresearch
paperwithaminimumlengthofseven
pagesbutMrs. Micklo couldn’t give
the classmore thanfivedaysin the
labin order to follow the syllabus
schedule.

“They gaveuslesstimeforhome-
workwhen they took away our stud-
ies. They should either keep theli-
brary open longer or give us more
class time,” commented Haidee
Caturan who is a student in Mrs.
Micklo’s Writing class. She holdsa
part-time joband doesn’townacom-
puter that’s compatible with the
school’s system. Other classes re-
quire typed reports, but don’t offer
any lab time to students. I asked
several studentsinthelibraryifthey
felttheyhad enoughlabtime,andall
strongly felt they weren’t given
enough classtime.

Thefacultyand administration
atRidgewoodencouragesall students
tobeinvolved,whetheritbeinathlet-
icsorclubs. They’re not making it
easy. Acomputerlabisopensome
daysbefore school and after school
butonly for ashort period of time.
The athletic teams practice after
school,and mostof the clubmeetings
arehelddirectly beforeorafterschool.
They are still in progress long after
thelibraryclosesat 3:30p.m. If the
librarywasavailable tostudentsfrom
7:00t09:00 p.m.onMondaythrough
Thursday evenings, these students
would have the opportunity to pro-
duce assignmentswith better qual-
ity. Teachers have heard the excuse
“Icouldn’t get to a computer,” too
many times.

This change would benefit the
library staffaswell. “Why isn’t this
stupid computerworking? Where’s
this book? Ineed it now,’'mina
hurry!” Thelibrarian and clerkare
oftenmobbedbytenormorestudents
whoareasking these questionsatthe
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same time. Itwouldn’t cost an ex-
treme amount for the school to hire
anotherlibrarian towork theevening
hours and possibly Saturday morn-
ings from 9:00 to 12:00. Mrs.
Newhouse, Ridgewood’slibraryclerk,
informed me that thelibrary has6
AlphaSmartPros. AlphaSmartPros
arelaptop computersavailable for
the students to take home. Sixisnot
nearly enough to accommodate a
schoolofapproximately 740students.

Many could argue thatthe com-
munity libraryis sufficientenough.
They’re wrong. The facilities of
Eisenhower Library are in need of
expansion, and it’sopen during the
evening, butthecomputersavailable
only have the card catalog on them
and have no other use. Eisenhower
Library shows that it realizes the
needs of the community by having
extended hours. WhenisRidgewood
goingtocatchon?
-—-Namewithheld by request
Ms. Flinnresponds

lagree itis difficult for many
studentstobalance classwork, sports,
homework, or other responsibilities.
Mrs.Newhouse andIdoindeed have
trouble helping studentsfindlibrary
materialswhileloading paperinthe
printerorshowing people howtolog
ontothenetwork. Mr.LondonandI
have talked about somewayswe can
betteruseourresourcestomakemore
equipment and more personal assis-
tance available to students. If you
would like toworkwith Mr. London
and me on some solutions to this
problem,letme know.
PS Ithinkifyousavedyourworkin
textformat, you could transferfiles
between homeand school.

Feld of Dreams:
ff youbuid it tey wl ocome

EveryyearRidgewood has Saturday football games, but thereisonly a
slim number of people in the crowd towatch the games. The playerson the
football team ask themselves, “Why aren’t thereany people here?” and “Don’t
theylikeus?”

Well...it’snot that they don’tlike towatch the game;it’sbecause there
arenolightsforFriday night games. When the team plays on Saturday, many
arenotfreetocome.

“Ihavenursing classonSaturdays, which makesitverydifficult toattend
games,” said Stefania Laricchia. “Thave toworkonSaturdays. Iwould go[to
the games], butl have toworkall day,” said Grace Rihani.

Iftherewerelights, therewould be something todoonaFriday night. “It
would give freshmen and sophomores something to do. Itwould give the
parentsa good feeling to know their child is at a school function instead of
roaming the streets,” said coach Sam Wasserstrom.

Ifyoutakeacloselook at the teamsin our conference, you see manywith
lights. Kaneland has an estimated 4,000 peoplein the stands for games. “We
changed tolightsten yearsago, and our attendance has grownimmensely.
The main reason we changed to night gamesis that the wind isreduced at
night,” said Kaneland athletic director Jill Holmes.

Yorkville haslights,and even though they have nothad a successful year,
people come to see the games. Neither Evergreen Park nor Westmont has
lights, and thereis a small crowd at their games.

Ridgewood paid MCSports $100,900 torebuild the school tennis court.
Wedon’teven have a tennis team. Butwe do have afootball team that is
headedforthestate playoffsinacouple weeks. Ridgewood hasone of the best
fieldsin the county, and itwould look great underlights. “Withlights, the
Rebelswould havea greatatmospheretoplayin,” said Ridgewood senior Jack
Jablonski.

Notonlywould lightsbring a great atmosphere, they could alsobringin
more revenue. If more people attended games, more money would be
generated for the school. Thiscouldbe a jointendeavor between the school
and theParentsClub. Topayforthelights, costsforentrance, food,and raffles
couldberaisedslightly.

It’stimefor us, the students, to stand up and speak out, to convince the
school justhowbeneficial lightswould be toboth the students and community.
Ifwe are seriousabout this project, our thoughtswill count. Speakloudly...we
will be heard.

—LouieMezzano

Rebel Sports News

Young Varsiy

Volleyball
Digs Deep

By Debbie Barnes

The young Ridgewood Varsity
Volleyball team have won 4 games so
far. This year there are twelve play-
ersontheteam: 2 freshmen,4sopho-
mores, 2 juniors, and 4 seniors, in-
cluding team captains Beth Bundalo,
Deanne Guagenti, and Becky Nielsen.
JoanaZych, afreshmanisan out-
standing player from Poland. She’s
beentraining and playing volleyball
there for several years, and her skill
of spiking the volleyball provesit.

The team is playing well; they
arewinning games, butnotmatches.
Theteam hopestoincrease theinten-
sity of their game. They finished
their seasonwith alossatregionals.
butalreadyare making plansfornext
year.

Team

Check out Winter

RUDE AWAKING

REBELS 7 MINOOKA 37
ByLouie Mezzano

TheRebelsare 3 outofthelast4.
“The team was not practicing up to
par all this week,” said Captain
GeorgeMueller.

The team suited up and were

What is Going on
With the Guys
Soccer Team?

By: AnnaKritikakos
Therewereabout 20 guysonthe
varsity team and about 20 on the
fresh/soph team. The reason why
thereissuchadifferencein therecord
between this year and last year is
because they are not the same team,
and theyare playing teamswhoare
muchharderand moreexperienced.
Therewere alot of close games, but
theywere notalwaysable toplay 80
intense minutes of soccer. Alsothey
may havelacked theself confidence
towin. They had atoughlongyear
because of last year’ssuccess. The
varsity teamfinished with an overall
record of 4-13-3,and 2-5-1 inconfer-
ence,which placed themfourth.

Sports

Wrestling
Girls Basketball
Boys Basketball

trying to get ready for the game
againstthe 2-1Indians. In the first
quarter, the Indians set the tone by
scoringon thefirstdrive. The Rebels
were having a hard time adjusting to
the defense of Minooka. Asa result
theIndiansranawaywith the game
inthethird quarter.

Afterwinning the game, the In-
diansand theirrude cheering section
walked off thefieldand did notshake
the Rebels hands. “I guess we know
whohad class,” said offensiveline-
menGandolphoMessina.

Inmy eyesit’sawin, winsitua-
tion for the Rebels. If they win, they
will move up in the rankings and
have anotherwin. If theylose, they
willbeabletofind faultand getready
for the next week that starts confer-
ence.

While the Rebels are getting
ready for their next game, let us, the
students, work on coming out and
watching the home team.



Back on Task

Rebels 34 Tigers 20
by Louie Mezzano

Afterlosing theweekbefore, the
Rebelspracticedhard andfound their
fire. The Rebels came out for their
home crowd thatSaturday. Afterthe
playershanded their parentsaflower
and hugged them, they transformed
intowarriorsonthebattlefield.

TheRebelsscoredonahugepass
playto#25 Sam Palazzo for thefirst
touchdownofthegame. TheHerscher
Tigersscored twiceontwofluke plays
totiethe game. Atthe halfthescore
wastiedat 14. Captain Ralph Cantal
said athalf time “we’re a second half
team.”

In the second half, the Rebels
came out to score 20 points to over-
come their opponents. If it were not
for the hard hittinglinemen led by
Vito Cossentino, the Rebelswould’ve
had problems moving theball.

Gameto

remember

Rebels 26 Knights 28
By LouieMezzano

Afterahardweek of practicethe
Rebels set off for a long trip to
Kaneland, toface the 5-OKnights.

In thefirst quarter of the game
the Rebels could not getrolling. At
theend of thefirsthalfthe scoreof the
gamewas 28-7 infavoroftheKnights.

The Rebelscame out the second
half of the game steaming. Every-
thingwasworking, butalittle tolate.
They scored 19 unanswered points
that half, to lose the game by two
points.

“To know the intensity of the
game youhad tobethere” said John
Kurzatkowski.

“The whole team played well,
especially the defense in the second
half. Wehad 8 penaltiesfor90yards.”
said defensivebackandwidereceiver
JohnCossentino.

Offensealsohad agreatrushing
game. Brian Rzewnicki had 24 at-
temptsfor 150yardsand 2 tds. Brian
Floralhad 12 attemptsfor 75 yards.
“Wetookittotheminthesecondhalf,
but we were too late. If we were to
havetakenittotheminthefirsthalf
they would have been in a lot of
trouble,” said offensive running back
coach Tom Pagliaro.

Aftertheloss, the teamsrecord
wentto4-2. And the Rebels suit up
theeleventhof Octoberfortheirhome-
coming gameagainstEvergreen Park.

Homecoming97

Rebels 14 Evergreen Park 7
ByLouieMezzano

After the prior week'sloss, the
Rebels step it up toface off against
the Mustangs of Evergreen Park for
the 1997 Homecoming game.

The gamewasintense and both
teamswere having a difficult time

scoring. The Rebels quarterback
Butch Defelice threw a huge passto
SamPalazzoforatouchdown,onlyto
haveitcalledlackonapenalty.

“Wearethinking toomuchabout
owed assignmentsand notaboutthe
game” said offensive lineman Chris
Pielich.

Inthe second half of the game, it
was an all out battle. The Rebels
scored once moretoseal the gameto
winby 7. Brian Rzewnicki ranfor his
seventhconsecutivegameof 100yards
ormore.

Lets give creditwhere creditis
due.Ifitwere not for the huge blocks
by Brian Floral and the fabulous of-
fensivefive, there would be a huge
differenceinthe game and the games
before. Their small and outsized in
every game, but they have the heart
totakeuswereno teamin thisschool
haseverbeenbefore.

Everytime Brian Rzewnicki car-
riestheball, histeammatesand dear
friend Brian Floral is throwing his
body infrontso that Redznickican
getthe huge yards.

Igive credit to the playerswho
came out week in and week out to
work hardto getthefirststringready
forthenextgame. Knowingthatthere
isslimtonochanceof gettingin the
week's game, The Crunch Crewkill
themselvesin practice hoping fora
chancetogettostepupinthe game.

The Scent of

Payds s
Geting Close
R.H.S.41 WestmontO
By Louie Mezzano

Afterthe previousweek'svictory
over theMustangsof Evergreen Park,
the Rebels gotready to avenge last
year's loss to the Spartans of
Westmont.

TheRebels came outin the first
quarterwith the intensity they had
in the first week game against the
bulldogs. “We usually take a long
time to get our motors running, but
this week we got it going from the
first play,” said defensive lineman
TomFlahive.

In the first quarter, Butch
Defelice dropped backintothe pocket
and connected with Woody Palazzo
fortheopeningofthe game. Thatplay
wasthe beginning of a Rebel day. At
theend of thefirstquarter, the Rebels
led21-0.

Inthe second half “T” Martiand
GeorgeMuellerled the Rebel defense
totheirfirstshutoutof the year.

The major contributors to the
gamewere Rich Valdezwho gave his
heartinevery play and onceagain
Brian Floral and Brian Rzewnicki
whobothranforoverahundredin
three quartersof play. “Isee some
potential and heartin the team. If
they keep playing thisway people
willknowthe nameRebels,” said spec-
tator LoyolaRambler GregKula.

Winning is not

esyiing IS
the only thing
R.H.S.41 Yorkville 14
ByLouie Mezzano

Winningissomething the Rebels
are getting good at. As the Rebels
have justcapped up theirthird winin
arow, theyare headed for theirfirst
state playoffappearanceinfiveyears.

TheRebelstookalongtriptothe
cornfields to play the Foxes of
Yorkvillelastweek torepeat the win
fromlastyear.Inthefirstdriveof the
game the Foxes drove down the field
topunchinthefirstscoreof the game.
AftertheslaptothefacestheRebels
began. The Rebels drove theball all
overthefieldtotakea21-7leadafter
onehalfof theplay.

With one half left to play the
Rebelsdrovetheball alloverthefield
once again. Brian Rzewnickiran for
his ninth straight game for over a
hundred yards. But the star of the
game wasone Sam Palazzowho re-
ceivedevery passthrowntohimand
brokeeverytackleattemptedon him.
AfterthishugewintheRebelsfaceoff
against Benet in the State playoffs.
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